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S P E A K E R

The mission of the Pourdavoud 
Center for the Study of the Iranian 
World is to engage in transformative 

research on all aspects of Iranian 
antiquity, including its reception in 
the medieval and modern periods,  

by expanding on the traditional 
domains of Old Iranian studies and 

promoting cross-cultural and  
inter-disciplinary scholarship. 
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For more information and to RSVP:
http://pourdavoud.ucla.edu/events/

achaemenid-king-governors-identity-
imitation-identification/

While we may have a rather clear idea  about the relationship between the Achaemenid 
king and his satraps, the relationship between the king and local governors and city-
rulers has received less scholarly attention. An exception to this omission is Mausolus 
of Caria who seems to stand out because Greek sources refer to him both as a king and 
a satrap. Is his position within the Persian governmental structure indeed exceptional, 
and perhaps a sign of the increasing autonomy of local rulers of the fourth century 
BCE, as has been suggested, or is he a typical representative for the local dynasts of 
the Persian empire? This lecture aims to investigate the relationship between the 
Achaemenid king and local rulers, and considers images of royalty and imperial power, 
as well as recent archaeological finds to inquire to what extent these rulers identified 
themselves with the Persian court or saw themselves as (semi-) independent political 
leaders.
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