P OURDAVOUD CENTER L E C T URE SE RIE S
SPEAKER

FREED FROM HOSTAGESHIP:
IRANIAN PERSPECTIVES ON
THE ARSACIDS OF ROME

FEBRUARY 7, 2018 | 4:00 P.M. | 306 ROYCE HALL
JAKE NABEL (GETTY RESEARCH INSTITUTE)
Over the course of the Julio-Claudian period in Rome (c. 30 BCE–68 CE), several
Arsacid princes from the ruling family of the Parthian empire were sent to live at the
court of the Roman emperor. Ancient Greco-Roman sources describe these figures
as “hostages,” and modern scholars have largely followed suit. While contemporary
Parthian evidence is scarce, this talk will draw on later Iranian sources and broader
histories of the ancient Near East to consider the Arsacids of Rome from a new
perspective – namely, as foster-children rather than hostages. This reinterpretation
supports a different view of Roman-Parthian relations in the first century CE, one that
departs from the scholarly literature’s usual focus on war and diplomacy between
unitary empires and emphasizes instead the interconnection of two royal families
through the bonds of fictive kinship.
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