
NEWSLETTER  Fall 2021/Winter 2022

The Yarshater Center is pleased to announce that 
Volume XVI of Columbia University’s Encyclopaedia 
Iranica was published in July 2021 (https://brill.com/
view/title/61057). This bound volume replaces the 
older unbound fascicles XVI.1 through XVI.6 dating 
from 2012-2020. It covers the same alphabetical range, 
Kashan to Khorasan, but as a revised and expanded 
edition adds over forty pages of new material, 
incorporates numerous addenda and corrigenda as well 
as updated articles, and includes improved maps and 
color illustrations.

(cont’d on pg. 2)

Encyclopaedia Iranica  
Volume XVI Published,  

July 2021

New and Revised Entries in  
Encyclopaedia Iranica Online

The Yarshater Center’s editors continue to add new and 
revised entries to Encyclopaedia Iranica Online, which 
are published monthly on Brill’s Reference Works 
platform at www.brill.com/eiro. 300 new and revised 
articles have been added to EIr Online since the site’s 
launch earlier this year. The open access site is free to 
use with no log-in required. 

Honorary Doctorate  
for Mohsen Ashtiany Announced
On Tuesday October 19, 2021, a ceremony was held in the 
Senate Room of the Rectorate, University of Rome “La 
Sapienza,” to confer a doctorate degree honoris causa in 
the field of Civilizations of Asia and Africa on Mohsen 
Ashtiany of the Ehsan Yarshater Center for Iranian Studies 
at Columbia University. The honorary degree recogniz-
es the service Mohsen Ashtiany has rendered to Iranian 
studies throughout his life’s work, as well as for the wide 
recognition of his contribution in the scholarly communi-
ty and among the Iranian intellectual diaspora. Speakers 
at the ceremony included Antonella Polimeni (Rector of 
Sapienza University of Rome), Federica Casalin (Coordi-
nator of the Doctoral Program in Civilizations of Asia and 
Africa, Sapienza University), Carlo Cereti (Professor at 
Sapienza University), and Elton L. Daniel (Yarshater Cen-
ter and Encyclopaedia Iranica). All were united in their 
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praise of  his record of scholarship and his willingness to share his vast knowledge to assist others in their own work. 

The ceremony can be viewed in full at the institutional link: https://youtu.be/otfY-fGfjsk.

All of Mohsen Ashtiany’s colleagues at the Yarshater Center join in congratulating him on this well-deserved honor and 
in expressing their appreciation to Sapienza University for its recognition of his achievements.

Honorary Doctorate for Mohsen Ashtiany Announced  
(cont’d from pg. 1)

•	 ÄFŠATI
•	 AUBIN, JEAN
•	 FARANGI-SAZI
•	 JOUANNIN, JOSEPH-MARIE
•	 KHULDĀBĀD
•	 KIAROSTAMI, ABBAS
•	 ḴODĀDĀD-NĀMA
•	 KONYA (ICONIUM)
•	 KORSI
•	 ḴOSROW-NĀMA
•	 KURYŁOWICZ, JERZY (WŁADYSŁAW)
•	 KYZYLTEPA

•	 LEUMANN, ERNST
•	 MAJD-AL-DIN ḴᵛĀFI
•	 MALCOLM, SIR JOHN
•	 MAQRIZI, TAQI-AL-DIN AḤMAD b. ʿALI
•	 ORONTIDS
•	 PIR AḤMAD ḴᵛĀFI, ḠIAṮ-AL-DIN
•	 PLANHOL, XAVIER DE
•	 REHATSEK, EDWARD
•	 TACITUS
•	 UASTYRDŽI
•	 XETÄGKATỊ K’OSTA

New and Revised Entries in Encyclopaedia Iranica Online (cont’d from pg. 1)

Recently published articles in Encyclopaedia Iranica Online include the following:

Please note that Encyclopaedia Iranica Online at www.brill.com/eiro is the official website and the exclusive source for 
new articles and the most up-to-date content. The former website, www.iranicaonline.org, is not managed by the Yarshater 
Center, and the publication of Encyclopaedia Iranica content on that website is not authorized by Columbia University. 
In addition, communications addressed to that website are not being forwarded to the Yarshater Center. Authors and users 
should contact the Center at its office at 450 Riverside Drive, Suite 4, New York, NY 10027 or cfisinfo@columbia.edu with 
respect to submissions, editing, production, and other matters.

https://youtu.be/otfY-fGfjsk
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Volume V of A History of Persian Literature presents a broad survey of Persian prose: from biographical, historiographical, 
and didactic prose, to scientific manuals and works of popular prose fiction. It analyzes the rhetorical devices employed by 
writers in different periods in their philosophical and political discourse; or when their aim is primarily to entertain rather 
than to instruct, the chapters describe different techniques used to transform old stories and familiar tales into novel versions 
to entice their audience.

Many of the texts in prose cited in the volume share a wealth of common lore and liter-
ary allusions with Persian poetry. Prose and poetry frequently appear on the same page 
in tandem. In different ways, therefore, this creative interplay demonstrates the perenni-
al significance of intertextuality, from the earliest times to the present; and help us in the 
process to further our understanding and enhance our enjoyment of Persian literature in 
its different manifestations throughout history.

CHAPTER 1: A MEDIEVAL NEXUS: LOCATING ENSHA’ AND ITS ONTOLOGY 
IN THE PERSIANATE INTELLECTUAL TRADITION, 1000–1500 (Colin Mitchell)

CHAPTER 2: ADVICE LITERATURE (Louise Marlow)

CHAPTER 3: RESÂLE, MAQÂLE, AND KETÂB: AN OVERVIEW OF PERSIAN 
EXPOSITORY AND ANALYTICAL PROSE (Ali Gheissari)

CHAPTER 4: SCIENCE IN PERSIAN (Ziva Vesel in collaboration with Sonja 
Brentjes)

CHAPTER 5: CALLIGRAPHY (Francis Richard)

CHAPTER 6: CONSIDERATIONS ON LITERARY ASPECTS OF PERSIAN HISTORIOGRAPHY (Bert Fragner)

CHAPTER 7: BIOGRAPHICAL WRITING: TADHKERE AND MANÂQEB (Paul Losensky)

CHAPTER 8: STORIES AND TALES: ENTERTAINMENT AS LITERATURE (Mehran Afshari)

CHAPTER 9: POPULAR ANECDOTES AND SATIRE (Mehran Afshari)

CHAPTER 10: THE DEVELOPMENT OF MODERN PERSIAN PROSE: FROM THE NINETEENTH TO THE EARLY 
TWENTIETH CENTURY (Iraj Parsinejad) 

Copies are available to order from I.B. Tauris/Bloomsbury: https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/persian-prose-9781845119065/. 

History of Persian Literature V: Persian Prose Published, August 2021Honorary Doctorate for Mohsen Ashtiany Announced  
(cont’d from pg. 1)

Encyclopaedia Iranica Fascicle 1 of Volume XVII 
Soon To Be Released

The editors of the Ehsan Yarshater Center for Iranian Studies at Columbia University 
recently finished production of Fascicle 1 of Volume XVII of Encyclopaedia Iranica, 
containing entries from “Khorasan XV” to “Khotan III” and concluding the series of 
entries on Khorasan that began in Volume XVI. The fascicle is expected to be released 
by Brill Publishers by the end of the year. Work has begun on Fascicle 2 of Volume 
XVII.

https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/persian-prose-9781845119065/
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Follow the Encyclopaedia Iranica on Social Media

For the latest updates, information, fascicle releases, and publishing news about the Encyclopaedia Iranica, follow us on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Academia.edu.

@iranicaonline@EncyclopaediaIranicaColumbia @EncyclopaediaIranica

	 Paul Angelini
	 Assistant Director

	 Mohsen Ashtiany
	 Associate Research Scholar, 
	 Associate Editor, Encyclopaedia Iranica
	

		  Marisa (Marie) McCrone
		  Managing Editor, Encyclopaedia Iranica

		  Mahnaz Moazami
		  Associate Research Scholar,
		  Associate Editor, Encyclopaedia Iranica

Yarshater Center Staff

Elton L. Daniel
Interim Director,

Editor-in-Chief, Encyclopaedia Iranica

Mahnaz Moazami, Associate Research Scholar at the Yarshater 
Center and Associate Editor of the Encyclopaedia Iranica, recently 
published her latest book, Laws of Ritual Purity, Zand ī Fragard ī Jud-
Dēw-Dād (A Commentary on the Chapters of the Widēwdād).

Laws of Ritual Purity describes the various ways in which Zoroas-
trian authorities in the fifth-sixth centuries CE reinterpreted the purity 
laws of their community. Its redactor(s), conversant with the notions 
and practices of purity and impurity as developed by their predeces-
sors, attempt(s) to determine the parameters of the various categories 
of pollution, the minimum measures of polluted substances, and the 
effect of the interaction of pollution with other substances that are 
important to humans. It is therefore in essence a technical legal corpus 
designed to provide a comprehensive picture of a central aspect of Zo-
roastrian ritual life: the extent of one’s liability contracting pollution 
and how atonement/purification can be achieved.

The main focus of Dr. Moazami’s research is on the history of An-
cient and Late Antique Iran. Her other publications include Wrestling 
with the Demons of the Pahlavi Widēwdād (2014), an important source 
for the study of Zoroastrian beliefs and literature.

Available at https://brill.com/view/title/58012.

Yarshater Center’s Mahnaz Moazami Publishes Latest Book: 
Laws of Ritual Purity

https://www.facebook.com/EncyclopaediaIranicaColumbia/
https://twitter.com/iranicaonline
https://twitter.com/iranicaonline
https://www.facebook.com/EncyclopaediaIranicaColumbia/
https://columbia.academia.edu/EncyclopaediaIranica
https://columbia.academia.edu/EncyclopaediaIranica
https://brill.com/view/title/58012
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Support the Yarshater Center
The Ehsan Yarshater Center for Iranian Studies has an ongoing fund raising program supporting advanced research and 
publication on the rich cultural heritage of Iran, including the Encyclopaedia Iranica and A History of Persian Literature. 
The continuation of these monumental projects requires the support of all who value the preservation and dissemination 
of Iranian culture, ensuring that Iran’s important contributions to history and civilization are recorded and safeguarded for 
future generations. While the Yarshater Center’s basic expenses are covered by an endowment fund, additional funding 
is critical to increase staffing to previous levels, secure the publication of the online edition of the Encyclopaedia Iranica, 
organize lectures and conferences, provide honoraria, and eventually offer aid to students. With your generous support, the 
Center also hopes to initiate a Yarshater Memorial Lecture series and bring scholars from around the world to Columbia 
University. Your donation will help to secure a new era of scholarship and leadership at the Center, and we appreciate any 
and all gifts; every dollar helps. We are truly grateful for your interest in and support of our work.    
✄

 Ehsan Yarshater Center for Iranian Studies
Columbia University

450 Riverside Drive, Suite 4
New York, NY 10027

www.cfis.columbia.edu  

Please check the appropriate box.  We greatly appreciate your support.  Thank you!

   Please direct my donation where it is most needed

   Yarshater Center Endowment Fund

   Ehsan Yarshater Center Gift Account
     (operating expenses)

Ehsan Yarshater Center for Iranian Studies | Columbia University | 450 Riverside Drive, Suite 4 | New York, NY 10027

_______________________________________
Name				 
_______________________________________
Address
_______________________________________

_______________________________________
Email

   I/we would like information about including the 
     Yarshater Center in my/our will or estate plans.

   I/we would like information about life
     income gifts.

I would like to make a tax-deductible contribution 
in the amount of: ______________

  Patron          ($2,500 and above)
  Benefactor   ($500 to $2,499)
  Sponsor       ($499 or less) 

   Mastercard        Visa      Amex
			 
_________________________________________
Card Number

_________________________________________
Exp. Date                                     3-digit CVV code

_________________________________________
Signature

By check: Checks should be made payable to “Columbia 
University,” specifying in the memo line “Ehsan Yarshater 
Center for Iranian Studies.” 

Donate online: https://www.givenow.columbia.edu/ by 
selecting the fund “Center for Iranian Studies.”

   Yarshater Gift Account
     (Encyclopaedia Iranica support/ History of 		

        Persian Literature support/ other activities)   

http://www.cfis.columbia.edu
https://www.givenow.columbia.edu/

